[ ‘DIRT, STONES, AND OLD BONES ' ] 
--- Chapter 5 --- 
CEMETERY “FOUND” 
( and partly reclaimed ) 


-- circa-1992: The adjoining landowner /farmer to the 
east of the cemetery, ( Felix "Fel" Masowich ), while in 
the process of clearing / bulldozing the border of his own 
farmland, accidentally unearths one[*] of the fallen/ 
buried headstones from the perimeter of the “east 
side” cemetery-parcel. [*- the headstone of Henry 
SCHROEDER; which apparently had never before been 
discovered or recorded during any prior transcriptions. ] 
Simultaneously --- during a visit to a resident in an 
apartment ( as converted from the old motel ) directly 
adjacent to the cemetery --- Rose Reising Thompson- 
Smith and her mother Helen Reising-Plumb observe 
the farmer unearthing that tombstone; and they 
severely reprimand him for encroaching upon the 
cemetery. ( During prior visits to that cottage-apartment, 
Rose's children and grandchildren had previously found 
several of the barely-visible fallen headstones near that 
apartment, including the Bildad BELDEN tombstone.) 
Afterward, Rose and Helen then alert another nearby 
resident, Mary Konik, about the cemetery being in 
peril; and Mary subsequently contacts long-time local- 
historian Dale Kellogg ( of the Lorain Co. Chapter, O.G.S.). 


-- 1993: On Nov. 5, historian Dale Kellogg, and several 
other people, enter the mostly-overgrown "east half" 
cemetery-lot, and, by utilizing a list[*] created from the 
circa-1940 D.A.R. transcriptions, they attempted to 
inventory the existing headstones. [*- That group in 1993 
had also acquired 'copies' of some drawings / sketches of 
several of the tombstones. These drawings originally must 
have been created before some of these fallen headstones 
became completely hidden under sod --- and, before the 
D.A.R.'s circa-1940 endeavors ( because obviously the D.A.R. 
was unaware of some of these headstones; some of the 
headstones in the sketches, are not present in the D.A.R.'s 
inventory-list) -- and perhaps created at the same time as 
the circa-1916 cemetery photo and the 1917 news-item. ] 
The 1993 group was able to locate “11” headstones, 
that day, (Nov.5) = “9” of which had previously been 
inventoried, ( plus "2" which had never before been 
recorded: the SCHROEDER headstone unearthed by 
that farmer's bulldozer --- and the 'death-date' portion 
of a child's broken headstone, which also seems to 
have accidentally been unearthed at another border 
of the cemetery --- by 'woodchucks'(groundhogs)! ) 


( one of the old sketches, K 
perhaps created ca.1917 ) 
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[ See the Lorain 'Morning Journal', Nov. 6, 1993,(sect.'C',p.11) 

for more info about their 1993 inventory attempt. 

That news item erroneously connects the "New England" 
Col. Henry BROWN family, to the "Germanic" BRAUN 
family ( the intermediate owners of that east-adjoining farm ). 

It also wrongly states that Bildad BELDEN was a local 
resident, when instead he actually died when he came here 
to visit his daughter, ( who had died just a few days prior ).] 


That group intended to return later to do more 
prodding of the ground, to search for any less-visible 
( or entirely buried ) headstones, but were prevented 
from re-entering, by that adjoining land-owner 
( who believed, falsely[*], that the cemetery had been 
'legally' absorbed into his east-adjacent farm ). 

[*- Several years afterward, with the help of a real-estate 

attorney, the Brownhelm historical group conclusively 

proved that the nearly-2-centuries-old property-deed 

for the "east half " had never left the ownership of Col. 

Henry Brown ----- and that farmer and the City Council of 

Vermilion were said to be 'formally' notified of that fact.] 


-- 1994: In the Fall of 1994, (and due to the persistent 
urging of his 'paternal' grandmother, Helen Reising-Plumb ) 
Erie County cemetery-transcriptionist, T.A. Reising-Derby, 
starts to inventory the headstones ( unaware that the 
1993 group had briefly attempted it, the prior year). 

[ He also had a particular interest in this formerly "lost" 
cemetery in this area near the farm homestead where his 
mother's ancestor, Doredea HAHN, was attributed to have 
lived / died (on Sunnyside Rd.) --- and although no headstone/ 
death/burial information had ever been published{*} about 
her; but he hoped that this would be her burial site.] 

The first gravestones which he subsequently discovered 
were, of course ( as he afterward learned several years 
later ), the same “11” that had been inventoried the prior 
year (Nov. 5, 1993). But during a several week period, 
with much prodding into the composting earth, and 
through the weeds and vines and tree-roots, he was 
able to locate most of the rest of the fallen and buried 
headstones that had been last inventoried circa-1940. 


"| <The cemetery in 1994. 
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He had almost given up on proving that Doredea 
HAHN was interred here --- until, the very final 
tombstone he uncovered that Fall, was indeed for 
Doredea's grave. ( A large wild-rosebush -- and an 

immense wild-grapevine -- and a small tree --- had 

rooted themselves directly atop her deeply buried 
headstone --- encompassing it completely. 

It must have been beneath the ground there for 
many, many, decades, and it showed virtually no 
signs of exposure to the elements --- its inscription 
was Still nearly as clear and crisp as the day it had 

been placed upon her grave, 140 years prior.) 
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{*- However, ( as he also learned much later ), one of the 
very old sketches in possession of the 1993 group, was of 
"Dordea"(sic) HAHN's headstone ( but unfortunately 

that information had never been shared for inclusion in 


the data for this "lost" "Lake Road Cemetery " in the 
'1980' book, ' Cemetery Inscriptions of Lorain County ' ). 


So -- if he had known, then, what he knows now -- he 
probably would never have undertaken this arduous, 
nearly-thankless, ( and seemingly never-ending** ) 
“Brown's Lake Road Cemetery" project. } 


- and through to 2008: 

Although he made several subsequent attempts to 
locate the half-dozen "missing" headstones, and any 
others which might never before have been recorded, 
( and assisting the excavation of Elisha LEACH's and Thomas 


SLY's headstones, detected by the family of Diane Wargo Medina, 
during their independent clean-up of the cemetery, after it had 


again become completely overgrown, a decade after 1994), 
but the headstones which the D.A.R. had inventoried 
for 'GOODRICH', 'BARNUM', 'LATHROP’, 'SMITH', 
and 'WELLS', have (as of 2008 ) never been found 

( which they may never be, if perhaps they were simply 
bulldozed away, during the construction of the "motel"). 


Additional note: 

The "abandonment" affidavit recorded in 1948 
mentions that at least one grave was removed 
circa-1890 (although it doesn't mention the identity, 
nor to where re-interred ). 


It is perplexing why all(!) the known burials in this 
little "forgotten" cemetery, weren't also eventually re- 
interred into the larger cemetery on N. Ridge Rd. --- 
especially considering that several of the graves here 
in this 'graveyard', had formerly been moved into it 
from the nearby family-farms; and clearly their mere 
're' interment wasn't perceived as being disrespectful. 
The much more important thing was obviously to have the 
grave-sites in the most suitable locations ( and especially 
when prior locations no longer continued to be suitable ). 


Presumably, at the time of the '1948' "abandonment" 
affidavits, it would have been the Township's duty to 
move all of the burials; but there is no evidence that 
the Twp. made any attempt whatsoever, to intervene. 
This little 'graveyard' was apparently no longer a ‘public’ 
cemetery by the year 1874 (per the "1874" township map). 
The Lorain County government had no record of it being 
‘public' anytime during the 1900s, ( even though, by the 
beginning of that 20th-century, detailed plot-maps began 
to be maintained for all the other local public cemeteries). 


So, although this little cemetery was originally 
intended as 'public', however it would be false to 
describe or designate it as still having been "public" 
even during the latter 1800s, and definitely not into 
the 1900s. 

For whatever reason, it did not retain its 'public' 
Status --- the local-government apparently had no 
involvement in this cemetery during the 1800s --- 
and even issued periodic public-denials about their 
responsibity for it, during the 20th-century. 

From a legal aspect, it had technically always 
functioned as a "private" cemetery --- with the 175+ 
year-old historic property-deed(s) being still in the 
name of Brownhelm's founder, Col. Henry BROWN. 


There is more to add about Col. Henry Brown's '1836 ' 
property-deed, but that subject is legally complex (and 
ongoing ), and will have to be detailed in the future. 


But an interesting aspect --- that despite the fact that 
he and his family also resided on a very nearby lake-shore 
farm -- the 'founder' of Brownhelm, Col. Henry Brown -- 
is not interred in this little cemetery which he himself 
had established --- but he is instead entombed at the 
large cemetery on North Ridge Road. He, and others 
of his immediate family, have a prominent long row of 
uniquely interconnected headstones, there --- but also 
badly neglected. 


( And, with no known living descendants for many, 
many past decades -- no one else ostensibly has any 
legal authority to intervene in their disrepair -- they 
technically still belong to that 'Brown' family --- even 
though the entire family is presumably extinct. ) 


-------- (c)2008 t. derby ----------- 


{ TO BE CONTINUED } 


[**- 2019 mini-update: 
And also without any "legal descendants" of 
Col. Henry Brown, there was apparently no one 
able (or willing) to defend either of his historic '1836' 
cemetery-deeds -- and as a result, some of the “east 
half”of this former cemetery seems to be "owned" (as 
taxable “vacant land”?) by the City of Vermilion, now. 
So --- perhaps before this forlorn little 'graveyard' 
becomes even more encroached and diminished, and 
entirely encompassed within “heavy-industrial zoned” 
modern commercial development --- maybe the City 
will finally agree that this site truly "no longer 
continues to be a suitable site" to properly honor 
and respect these very-early pioneers of Brownhelm 
Township --- whose other deceased family-members, 
etc., were long-ago instead interred within the 
obviously much more suitable local area burial sites. ] 


{ See also the collection of circa 1912-1938 
historical photographs of “North Cliff ” 

( the George and Mae Risden house and farm ), 
which includes the full circa-1916 photo 
of “Brown's Lake Road Cemetery”. 

[ likewise freely available at the 
“Brownhelm Township History Archives” 
at archive.org ] 


[ reverse side of circa-1916 photograph of the cemetery 
( and the Risden barns ) after removal from scrapbook-paper; 
cropped / enlarged: ] 
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( supposedly just a silly “game” of some teenage girls, circa-1916 ) 
[ Regardless, it implies that the “hidden treasures” were near 
the “Barnyard Garden” --- not necessarily within the cemetery. ] 
( Although, in essence, this portion of the old cemetery was 
part of the “Braun” barnyard, by the time of this photo.) 
{ see the circa-1960 “birdseye view”, above } 


